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opportunity some much more favourable than any that existed
at present for taking action, was not to be feared. For Hitler and
his followers they had little more respect. The President would
never appeal to undisciplined hordes against the Reichswehr and
the undisciplined hordes would do nothing themselves. Hitler
they felt could be trusted to play steadily for safety.
If it is true that Schleichcr was seriously urged to risk a coup
d^tat those who urged him were probably right in their estimate
of success. The spectacle of courage at last in Germany would
have pricked the bubble of resistance more effectually than any-
thing eke. The coup d*£tat could not be prolonged., but it was
perfectly possible for its originator to maintain himself for a con-
siderable time. In these days excitement rose to a feverish pitch.
Men felt that a decision was at hand and every sort of rumour
filled the streets. The really anxious people were the Papen clique;
the President appears to have taken a much shrewder view of the
situation and not to have been at all alarmed. The Left parties
relieved them of a very real anxiety by taking a completely
orthodox party view of the situation. These had everything to
gain from a coup d^tat. If it took place it meant that Schleicher
had definitely broken not with Conservatism,, but with the Right
parties who were being forced into union; in the succeeding period
it would be on the Left and non-party opinion that he would
have to rely. They had been unorthodox so long that their return
to orthodoxy had no meaning; it was only that at the last hour
they let traditional hatred of a uniform override every political
consideration and deprive them of such an opportunity for striking
a political bargain as had not presented itself for two years.
Schleicher was not Papen; still less was he the Landbund and
still less was he Hitler, A temporary arrangement was neither
derogatory nor disadvantageous. But the Social Democrats would
have none of him; their manifesto if more dignified was as un-
compromisingly hostile as was the Communists'. '
Yet Schleicher was really their last hope. When statesmanship
in Germany was in a state of utter bankruptcy it was left to
German democratic statesmanship to make the last fatal blunder
and of two evils choose the greater. It never got the chance even

